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ARPHA is designed 
for small publishers & 
society journals to 
provide FAIR & 
affordable Open 
Access for ALL
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ARPHA stands for: Authoring, 
Reviewing, Publishing, Hosting 
and Archiving and was built by the 
STM publisher Pensoft as an 
in-house system to develop and 
implement novel semantic 
publishing solutions for journals, 
books, conference abstracts, 
proceedings and preprints. 
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Why ARPHA?

Closed business models

Human-readable content

Data publishing

Impact Factor

Rigid technology

Publishing 

Openness & transparency 

Machine-readable content

Data reproducibility & re-use

Article- & sub-article metrics

Flexible & advancing technology

Dissemination of human & 
machine-readable content
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Publishing & hosting platform + human-provided services

Customer support, 
guidelines, training 

Various operational 
and business 

models

Submission 
interface

Editorial management 
platform

Production 
management platform

Publishing 
and hosting 

platform

Distribution, indexing 
and archiving 

services

Marketing and 
PR services

Journal 
performance indicators 

and stats

Various operational and 
business models

Distribution, indexing and 
archiving services

Submission 
interface

Editorial management 
platform

Production management 
platform

Customer support, 
guidelines, training 

Publishing and 
hosting platform

Journal performance 
indicators and stats

Marketing and PR 
services
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Automated indexing & archiving at 60+ leading databases
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Choice between ARPHA-XML & ARPHA-DOC publishing
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Better reader experience with enhanced HTML format

Click on geographic coordinates to pinpoint location on an interactive map
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Better reader experience with enhanced HTML format

Click on a 
reference 
of a figure, 
table, 
supplemen
tary file 
etc. to 
display it 
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Better reader experience with enhanced HTML format

Hover over 
an in-text 
reference to 
see the full 
citation and 
click on it to 
find the 
publication 
via ReFindit  
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Machine-discoverable content with XML format

<taxon-name-part taxon-name-part-type="genus">Nixonia</taxon-name-part> 
  <taxon-name-part taxon-name-part-type="species">masneri</taxon-name-part> 
  </taxon-name>
- <taxon-author>
  <string-name>van Noort & Johnson</string-name> 
  </taxon-author>
  <taxon-status>sp. n.</taxon-status> 
  <xref>Figures 1A-F</xref> 
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Machine-discoverable content with XML format

XML
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Advanced distribution of machine-readable XML content
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Data publishing: Data audit prior to peer review
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Data publishing: Embedded videos & 3D models
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Data publishing: Images deposited in Zenodo via their DOI
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Data publishing: Downloadable straight from the article
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Multiple real-time usage metrics
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Cited-by records 
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Post-publication reviews & annotations
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Promotion & science communication services
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Promotion & science communication services
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To-do instructions in each notification email
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  Access a manuscript at a click
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  Manuscript status report by weekly emails
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Journal performance statistics & reports
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Operational flexibility: Mix-and-match your publishing solution
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Various business models: Customise your own

Annual fee – 
paid by institution/society
+
APCs – 
paid by institution/society

Annual fee – 
paid by institution/society
+
APCs – 
shared between authors and institution

Annual fee 
included in the APC
+
APCs – 
paid by authors only

Step 1: Choose who covers journal costs 

Step 2: Choose payment plan 

Pre-calculated amount based on a set number of articles 
and pages per year:
Suitable for budgetary organizations and journals with set 
periodicity  

Pay per article:
Suitable for new journals or 
journals with ambitions for 
growth
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 Re-publishing of backlist content



arphahub.com

Multi-purpose platform: Open Access Books

https://ab.pensoft.net/ 

https://ab.pensoft.net/
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Multi-purpose platform: Conference materials
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Multi-purpose platform: Preprints

https://preprints.arphahub.com/ 

● Check a box to post a 
preprint during manuscript 
submission to the journal

● Two-way link between article 
and preprint via CrossRef

● Preprints indexed at 
appropriate indexing 
services (e.g. Google Scholar, 
OpenAIRE, ScienceOpen)

https://preprints.arphahub.com/
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ARPHA Manual for users, authors, editors & reviewers
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Personal approach in technical support & consultancy
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Affordable & flexible pricing models

https://arphahub.com/about/pricing_plans 

https://arphahub.com/about/pricing_plans
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Features developed by ARPHA

Manuscript handling 
workflow at special 
issues/article 
collections in 
ARPHA-hosted 
journals 
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Latest updates: Workload for reviewers & subject editors

When assigning a subject editor 
or reviewer, the editor can see:

● Current assignments at this 
and other ARPHA-hosted 
journals

● All-time completed and 
declined editorial and review 
tasks 

● Names of associated 
ARPHA-hosted journals 
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Third-party integrations 
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Latest updates: ARPHA Preprints

● Preprints with their own DOI 
from CrossRef

● Two-way link between 
preprints and articles

● One-stop submission for manuscripts and preprints

● Preprint available a few days after a manuscript is submitted to the journals

● Preprints indexed at appropriate databases
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Latest updates: Editorial workflow for article collections

● Edit a Special issue 
button on homepage 
to pitch article 
collections

● Proposal forms 
directly sent to the 
Editor-in-Chief 

● Two roles for guest editors: Collection editor and Guest editors

● The Editor-in-Chief may intervene when needed
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Latest updates: Journal performance statistics

At any time, Managing editors & 
Editors-in-Chief can access:

● Manuscript flow

● Turnaround times

● Review performance

● International authorship

● Acceptance / rejection rate

● Article views and online 
mentions
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Latest updates: Journal performance reports

Twice a year, Managing editors and 
Editors-in-Chief receive stats, including:

● Current submissions and their status

● Submissions, publications and rejections

● Turnaround times

● Review invitations, declines and rounds

● Acceptance rate

● Viewership and online attention

● International authorship

● Journal Impact Factor and CiteScore tends
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Latest updates: Review rating

Subject editors can 
evaluate reviewers using 
a 5-star rating to help the 
next editor considering 
the same reviewers.
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Latest updates: Easy update of user expertise

A few times a year, 
users are reminded by 
ARPHA to update their 
expertise and keep the 
database relevant for 
editors looking to 
assign the most suitable 
subject editors and 
reviewers, based on 
their profiles.
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Latest updates: Contributor roles for co-authors 

Integration with CRediT (Contributor Roles Taxonomy) allows 
submitting authors to assign a role to every co-author and recognise 
individual input to the manuscript.
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A better home for your journal!

arphahub.com @ARPHAplatform


